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USH Unit 9 Vocabulary “Prosperity and Depression”
	9.01
	

	Warren G. Harding
	Elected president in 1920-campaigned on a belief that America needed to “Return to Normalcy”

	Return to Normalcy
	A return to isolationism, less social reform, and increased economic growth

	Teapot Dome Scandal
	President Harding’s Secretary of the Interior, Albert Fall, took $300,000 in bribes to allow oil companies drill in California and Teapot Dome , Wyoming

	Albert Fall
	Took $300,000 in bribes to allow oil companies drill in California and Teapot Dome , Wyoming

	Calvin Coolidge
	President- supported laissez-faire economics and big business

	Laissez-faire Economics
	Idea that government should stay out of business and let competition set market prices

	Speculation
	Making high risk investments in hopes of making big profits

	Buying on Margin
	Purchasing stocks for a portion of their value and taking out a loan to pay the difference

	Mechanization
	Increased use of machinery for production


	Black Tuesday
	Day the stock market crashed- October 29, 1929


	Hawley-Smoot Tariff
	Hoover tried to support U.S. business with a tariff, but it turned out to be a disaster- European countries raised their tariffs and international trade slowed

	Rugged Individualism
	Idea that you take care of yourself and your family- without help

	Direct Relief
	Helping those who could not provide for themselves due to the economic crisis

	9.02 
	

	Advertising Industry
	Using the radio, movies, and magazines to convince people to use their money to buy certain products

	Installment Plan
	Producers gave consumers easy credit that allowed customers to pay a little at the time instead of all at once

	Overproduction
	When too much of certain products are produced- too much supply causes prices to fall

	Dust Bowl
	A series of storms that hit the Midwest that blew up enormous clouds of dust- dust covered cities, towns, farm fields, destroyed areas and left them unlivable

	Dorothea Lange
	Became famous for her work documenting the victims of the Dust Bowl while she worked for the federal Farm Security Administration

	Soup Kitchens
	Place where people could go to find food during the Depression

	Hoovervilles
	Homeless people gathered together and lived in shacks in little villages

	Bonus Army March
	WWI veterans marched to Washington D.C. and demanded payment of a bonus that had been approved in 1924, but was not to be paid until the 1940’s

	9.03
	

	Radio
	New technology- used for entertainment and communication

	Franklin D. Roosevelt
	President- used fireside chats to speak to America through the radio- began the New Deal

	Fireside Chats
	How President Roosevelt spoke to Americans through the radio

	Charles Lindberg 
	Was a famous pilot- first person to fly solo and non-stop across the Atlantic Ocean by flying from the U.S, to Paris, France

	Talkies
	Movies with sound 



	Spectator Sports
	During the 1920’s people began to like to watch professionals play sports for entertainment

	Jazz
	Became a popular form of music after WWI as African American musicians moved from New Orleans and Mississippi to the North

	Bootlegger
	Criminals who sold illegal alcohol- their name came from the old trick of drinkers hiding flasks in their boots

	Speakeasies
	Illegal bars during prohibition


	Langston Hughes
	African American writer of poetry and short stories about the African American experience- reminded African American of their heritage

	Sinclair Lewis
	Famous writer- first to win Nobel Prize for Literature


	The Lost Generation
	Group of writers that felt lost in society with so much greed and moral corruption

	Fitzgerald and Hemingway
	Members of The Lost Generation group of writers

	9.04 
	

	W.E.B. Du Bois
	Began Niagara Movement and NAACP


	Marcus Garvey
	Began the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) and Back to Africa Movement

	Harlem Renaissance
	Period in time when black painters, dancers, writers, musicians produced great works of art 

	Zora Neal Hurston
	Harlem Renaissance writer- wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God

	Ear Bob
	Hair cut to the length of the ears


	Flapper
	Nickname given to women in the 1920’s because they seemed to be more fun-loving and outgoing than women of the past

	Margaret Sanger
	New York City nurse believed large families led to poverty and limited the opportunities of women- led a campaign to spread information about birth control

	Nineteenth Amendment
	Gave all female citizens the right to vote

	Fundamentalism
	Believe that the Bible is literally true and because it is from God it cannot contain contradictions or errors

	Billy Sunday
	Famous fundamentalist preacher


	Aimee Semple McPherson
	Preached fundamentalist beliefs on the radio

	Scopes Trial
	Science teacher John Scopes was arrested for teaching Darwin's Theory of Evolution instead of the Bible’s story of creation

	9.05
	

	Brain Trust
	A group of smart people and experts who advised FDR about how to help fix the economy

	Frances Perkins
	First female Secretary of Labor- helped write minimum wage laws



	Deficit Spending
	When the government spends borrowed money (going into debt)

	New Deal
	Government programs and legislation intended to provide relief, jobs, economic recovery, and help to Americans

	First Hundred Days
	Time when FDR’s administration worked to pushed the New Deal through Congress

	Civilian Conservation Corps
	Employed unmarried men between ages 17 – 23- worked in national parks installing electric lines, building fire towers, planting new trees

	Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
	Insured bank deposits up to $100,000 in case of bank failure

	National Industrial Recovery
	Created to support industrial prices and prevent business from failing

	Agriculture Adjustment Act
	Government gave loans to farmers- paid them not to grow certain crops to prevent overproduction

	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Built hydroelectric dams to create jobs and bring cheap electricity to parts of the South that didn’t have power

	Public Works Administration
	Provided jobs by building dams, highways, and bridges

	Securities and Exchange Commission
	Created to prevent  excessive stock market speculation

	Social Security Act
	Provides retirement income for all workers at age 65


	Wagner Act
	Created aboard to monitor unfair management practices- like firing workers who join unions

	Works Progress Administration
	Provided jobs for unskilled workers

	Fair Labor Standards Act
	Raised minimum wage to .40 cents an hour- set maximum work hours at 44 per week- ended child labor under age 16

	Father Charles Coughlin
	Catholic priest who believed in nationalization (government ownership) and redistribution of wealth (taking money from the rich and sharing among the whole population)

	Huey P. Long
	Senator from Louisiana- when he was governor of Louisiana he was a boss of a political machine- he fought for the poor and the underprivileged- supported the redistribution of wealth

	Court Packing Scheme
	FDR proposed to add more judges to the Supreme Court to fill the Court with judges who supported his New Deal programs


