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USH Unit 6 Vocabulary “Emergency of the U.S. in World Affairs”
	6.01
	

	Imperialism
	When a country expands beyond its own borders and takes control of other territories

	Spheres of Influence
	Territories over which a nations takes control


	Mercantilism
	The belief that a country could keep a favorable balance of trade by acquiring foreign territories

	Alfred T. Mahan
	Wrote the book “The Influence of Sea Power Upon History” -convinced many people that in order to be secure the United States should build a powerful navy

	Frederick Jackson Turner
	Gave a famous speech in 1893 proclaiming that the frontier had played a vital role in forming the American character and expansion was essential to maintain the U.S. spirit and keep American strong

	Social Darwinism
	Belief in survival of the fittest


	Josiah Strong
	Believed in Anglo-Saxon superiority and believed that expansion was noble and the nation’s destiny

	Anglo-Saxon Superiority
	The idea that English speaking white people are biologically superior to other races

	The White man’s Burden
	Poem written by British writer Rudyard Kipling in response to the United States’ conquest of the Philippines in the Spanish-American War

	6.02
	

	Seward’s Folly
	Secretary of State William Seward’s purchase of Alaska from Russia- many thought the territory was useless

	Annexation of Hawaii
	The United States sent in troops to support business leaders and helped overthrow the Hawaiian Queen- made it a U.S. territory

	Queen Liliuokalani
	Queen of Hawaiian Islands 


	William Randolph Hurst
	Newspaper publisher that started yellow journalism competed with Pulitzer 

	Joseph Pulitzer
	Newspaper publisher that started yellow journalism competed with Hurst

	Yellow Journalism
	Meant to spark emotions, not focused on the truth


	Jingoism
	The belief that the U.S. should take a more aggressive foreign policy stance

	Theodore Roosevelt
	Called for war with Spain and a tougher foreign policy- when the U.S. went to war with Spain Roosevelt became a Lieutenant Colonel and commanded a group of volunteers called the Rough Riders 

	Rough Riders
	Group of volunteers led by Theodore Roosevelt in the Spanish-American War

	USS Maine
	U.S. battleship that exploded while anchored in a Cuban harbor

	Commodore George Dewey
	Took control of the Philippine Islands

	Philippines
	Spanish colony taken by U.S. in Spanish-American War


	A Splendid Little War
	Name given to Spanish-American war because it only lasted 3 months

	Treaty of Paris 1898
	Treaty that ended Spanish-American War

	Teller Amendment
	Stated the U.S. would allow for Cuban independence by not annexing Cuba

	Platt Amendment
	Added to the Cuban constitution to limit what the Cuban government could do

	Panama Canal
	Roosevelt wanted to build a canal to allow U.S. ships to move more quickly between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans


	Pancho Villa
	Crossed the Rio Grande and killed 19 people in New Mexico after the U.S. helped his enemy take over the Mexican government 


	6.03
	

	Roosevelt’s Corollary
	Said the U.S. had a right to intervene in the western hemisphere if a nation had trouble paying its debts

	Big Stick Diplomacy
	Roosevelt’s policy- From an African proverb that said “speak softly and carry a big stic; and you will go far” – meant the U.S. wouldn’t cause problems but we wouldn’t be bullied either

	Dollar Diplomacy
	President Taft’s policy that the U.S. could maintain order in other nations by increasing U.S. foreign investments

	Missionary Diplomacy
	President Wilson’s policy that it was the role of the U.S. to promote democracy and moral progress in the world

	Open Door Policy
	Leaving China open to the U.S. and some other nations for trade and commerce

	Boxer Rebellion
	Chinese nationalists massacred 300 foreigners and Chinese Christians in 1900


