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USH Unit 5 Vocabulary “Becoming an Industrial Society”
	5.01
	

	Samuel Mores
	Invented telegraph-increased communication for people and businesses 

	Alexander Graham Bell
	Invented telephone-increased communication for people and businesses

	Thomas Edison
	Invented light bulb- people could see after sunset, work longer hours, and produce more products

	Ellis Island
	Location where immigrants first entered the United States

	Culture Shock
	When immigrants moved to the United States and were surrounded by many different people an cultures they were not accustomed to

	Melting Pot
	a place where people of all backgrounds could come and blend into American society

	Cultural Pluralism
	Many cultures living together and interacting


	Ethnic Ghettos
	Areas in the inner cities where immigrants from certain regions or countries lived together due to common culture, language, and heritage

	Chinese Exclusion Act
	Prohibited Chinese immigrants from legally coming to the U.S.- was not repealed until 1943 

	Tenements
	Small, overcrowded apartments


	Sweatshops
	Makeshift factories in small apartments or unused buildings

	Social Gospel
	People who believed their Christian faith required them to take an active role in social issues of the day

	Hull House
	A settlement house in Chicago opened by Jane Addams


	Settlement House
	established in poor neighborhoods where social activists would live and from which they would offer assistance to immigrants and underprivileged citizens

	Electric Trolley
	transportation that allowed people to live outside the city but still be able to work and play inside the city (later people used trains and subways)

	Saloon
	Entertainment- places to drink, meet people, and talk


	Vaudeville Shows
	Entertainment- old time variety shows like America’s Got Talent, X Factor

	Frederick Olmstead
	A famous landscape architect


	5.02
	

	Bessemer Process
	A method for making steel- manufacturers could make steel much quicker and more efficiently 

	Andrew Carnegie
	Leader of the steel industry 


	Vertical Integration
	A company owns the company that produces the finished product but also the companies that provide the materials necessary for production- they own it all from start to finish  

	Monopoly
	Control over the supply of a product with no competition


	Gospel of Wealth
	Carnegie believed it was the responsibility of the wealthy to spend money on helping others, not waste it 


	John D. Rockefeller
	became one of the nation's richest and most powerful businessmen- owned Standard Oil

	Standard Oil
	Owned by Rockefeller- the nation’s first trust


	Trust
	Business arrangement under which several companies unite into one system- goal is to destroy competition and create monopolies

	Cornelius Vanderbilt
	Leader in the railroad industry- extended his New York Central railroad to Chicago, Illinois

	J.P. Morgan
	The most powerful finance capitalist of his time


	Financial Capitalist
	bankers who applied economic influence through companies’ stocks and bonds

	US Steel
	Company Morgan formed after he bought Carnegie steel


	George Westinghouse
	founded Westinghouse Electric Company and made electricity more accessible to all people and developed new ways electrical power could be used

	Interlocking Directorates
	allowed directors of one company to serve as directors for other companies

	Herbert Spencer
	Introduced Social Darwinism


	Social Darwinism
	Used the theories of Charles Darwin to argue life is a battle for the “survival of the fittest” (the strongest survive)

	Laissez-faire Capitalism
	Belief that government should stay out of business

	Captains of Industry
	Leaders of the major industries in the United States


	Horatio Alger
	Book that described how a person could rise out of poverty into  wealth in America

	Robber Barons
	Greedy, rich, unethical businessmen


	Gilded Age
	Term from writer Mark Twain- it refers to a time when a thin layer of prosperity was covering the poverty and corruption that existed in most of American society

	5.03
	

	Child Labor
	Children working instead of going to school


	Labor Unions
	Organizations of workers formed to protect the interest of its members

	Craft Union
	Unions for skilled workers with a specific craft


	Trade Union
	Unions for less skilled workers 


	Knights of Labor
	Hoped to organize all working men and women into a single union- Included factory workers, farmers, shopkeepers, office workers, and African Americans


	American Federation of Labor (AFL)
	Craft Union led by Samuel Gompers- supported issues of wages, working hours and working conditions- used strikes and boycotts as economic pressure to support workers

	Samuel Gompers
	Leader of AFL Union


	Strike
	When employees refuse to work until business owners meet certain demands

	Boycott
	Refusal to buy or pay for certain products to force owners to change policies or actions

	Collective Bargaining
	Employees negotiate as a united group to increase their bargaining power


	Mediation
	Using a neutral their party to help negotiate an agreement acceptable to both sides you and your friend get angry and Mrs. Zappia helps you resolve it)

	Arbitration
	Form of mediation where the third party has the power to make a decision for all involved (you and your friend get angry and Mr. Colvin tells you how it will be resolved) 

	Closed Shop
	Workplaces where employers could only hire union members

	Eugene Debs
	Influential union leader- organized American Railway Union- led Pullman Strike


	Yellow Dog Contract
	Contracts that forbade workers from joining unions


	Blacklist
	Lists of workers employers refused to hire


	Lockouts
	Locking out employees from returning to work


	Scabs
	Replacement workers during strikes


	Injunction
	Court orders that forbade strikes because they violated the law or threatened public interest

	Great Railway Strike
	Showed employers they could appeal to the federal government for help in dealing with strikes

	Haymarket Riot
	Workers fought for 8 hour work day- a riot broke out- police and protesters were killed

	Homestead Strike
	Steel workers at the Carnegie Steel plant in Homestead, Pennsylvania went on strike- Pinkertons brought in to end strike

	Pinkertons
	A private police force


	Pullman Strike
	Set a precedent for factory owners to appeal to the courts to end strikes

	5.04
	

	Pendleton Act
	It established the Civil Service Commission- requires applicants to pass a civil service exam before being hired for any government position

	Political Machine
	Unofficial group with the goal of keeping a certain party or person in power

	Graft
	The use of your political position or job to gain wealth


	Boss Tweed
	Most famous Political Machine Boss


	Tammany Hall
	A political club that controlled the city’s Democratic Party


	Thomas Nast
	Political cartoonist who helped to expose Boss Tweed and bring him down

	Mugwumps
	A group of reform Republicans who switched sides and voted for Cleveland and helped him win the election of 1884

	Interstate Commerce Act
	Began the Interstate Commerce Commission- allowed government to regulate interstate money and trade

	Sherman Antitrust Act
	Made monopolies illegal- ensured competition

	United States v. EC Knight Co.
	The Supreme Court ruled under the Sherman Antitrust Act the government had the authority to break up monopolies in the distribution of products, but NOT in the manufacturing of products

	Secret Australian Ballot
	Voting ballots should be secret

	Referendum
	Citizens vote directly on certain issues rather than have representatives do it

	Recall
	The power of the people to remove a corrupt official from office before their term expired

	Initiative
	People can force a vote on an issue if they can petition enough support from registered voters- people have a voice in the political agenda of the government


