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USH Unit 4 Vocabulary “The Great West and the Rise of Populism”
	Unit 4.01
	

	Mormons
	Religious group founded by Joseph Smith- moved to Utah to escape persecution

	Joseph Smith
	Founder of Mormon religion- wrote Book of Mormon 


	Brigham Young
	Led Mormons to Utah to escape persecution


	Gold Rush 1849
	Brought thousands of people to California in search of riches

	Comstock Lode
	A man named Comstock found the richest load of minerals ever discovered - 1859 the Comstock Lode was discovered in western Nevada 

	Homestead Act
	Anyone who agreed to farm 160 acres of land for five years would receive the title to that land from the federal government

	Sod Houses
	Houses made out of thick prairie grass and mud


	Morrill Land-Grant Act
	Distributed millions of acres of western territory to state governments- states sold land and taught farmers how to survive in the West

	Oklahoma Land Rush
	People rushed to claim land on Oklahoma


	Chinese and Irish Immigrants
	Helped build the railroads in America

	Buffalo Soldiers
	Members of four all black U.S. Army regiments that were known for their bravery in battle

	4.02
	

	Buffalo
	Food source, clothing, and shelter for Native Americans


	Cattle Industry
	Use of cattle as a food source- created competition with buffalo for use of land out West

	Mexican Culture
	Language and way of life influenced settlers in Texas- taught Americans how to herd, raise, and drive cattle 

	Mining Industry
	People and companies looking for gold and other minerals to get rich

	Reservations
	Sections of land where the federal government forced Native Americans to relocate 

	Sand Creek Massacre
	As a payback for a Cheyenne raids on mining camps and settlements the U.S. responded by surprising 500 Cheyenne and killed 270 Native Americans- most were women and children

	Red Cloud and Crazy Horse
	Leaders of the Sioux Indians

	Battle of Little Bighorn
	Sioux Indians defeated U.S. Army- killed general George Custer

	Nez Perce
	Native American tribe led by Chief Joseph- they attacked white settlers- the U.S. Army attacked back and moved them to reservations

	Wounded Knee
	Battle between the Sioux and the U.S. Army over the Sioux Ghost Dance

	Sitting Bull
	Sioux leader


	Helen Hunt Jackson
	Author of A Century of Dishonor


	A Century of Dishonor
	Book that described the shameful way the Native American people had been treated

	Dawes Act
	Law that was meant to help Native Americans blend into American culture

	Assimilate
	To blend into society


	4.03, 4.04
	

	Transcontinental Railroad 
	Railroad that crossed the United States

	Promontory, Utah
	Location where the Transcontinental railroad joined- gold spike

	John Deere Steel Plow
	Helped farmers plow hard ground and plant food

	Windmills
	Helped farmers use wind power to pump water


	Barbed Wire
	Cheap and efficient way for farmers to fence land and livestock

	Railroads
	Allowed people to travel, and move products across the nation

	Granges
	Groups of farmers who pooled their resources to buy new equipment and supplies 

	Examples of Granges
	Northwestern, Southern Farmers, Colored farmers National

	Populist Movement
	People who wanted government to regulate business to support working people

	Greenbacks
	Paper money



	Bimetallism
	Basing the value of the U.S. dollar on gold and silver


	Laissez-faire
	The belief in no government regulation of business



	Munn v. Illinois
	Supreme Court ruled states had the right to regulate certain businesses in their state

	Wabash v. Illinois
	Supreme Court ruled that railroad traffic that crossed state lines was to be regulated by the federal government, not states

	Interstate Commerce Act
	Created an Interstate Commerce Commission and regulated railroad rates in the best interest of the public

	Gold Standard
	Basing the value of paper money on gold



	William Jennings Bryan
	Democratic nominee for president in 1896- supported by Populists

	Cross of Gold 
	Speech made by William Jennings Bryan at 1896 Democratic Convention

	William McKinley
	Republican nominee for president in 1896- defeated W.J. Bryan- supported by big business


