Unit 5 and 6 Vocabulary Essential Questions Activity


Name: _____________
	Vocabulary Word
	Definition

	Jurisdiction
	The territory presided over by a law enforcement agency or court

	Due Process of Law
	Procedures established by law and guaranteed by the Constitution

	Precedent
	a ruling that is used as the basis for a judicial decision in a later, similar case

	Lawsuit
	A legal action in which a person or group sues to collect damages for some harm that is done

	Tort
	Wrongful act for which the injured party has the right to sue

	Plaintiff
	A person or party filing a lawsuit

	Defendant
	An individual or group being sued or charged with a crime

	Settlement
	The amount of money the defendant agrees to pay the plaintiff in a legal case

	District Attorney
	An officer of the court who acts as attorney for the people or government within a judicial district

	Prosecution
	The state’s side of the proceedings in a criminal trial

	Defense
	The accused side of the proceedings in a criminal trial

	Testimony
	The statement a witness makes under oath

	Acquittal
	A vote of not guilty

	Rehabilitate
	To correct a person’s behavior

	Fraud
	Taking property by dishonest means or by misrepresentation

	White Collar
	Crimes committed by business or professional people while working at their occupation

	Deterrence 
	Using harsh punishment to discourage people from committing similar crimes in the future


HOTQs: Answer these Higher Order Thinking Questions, using all the vocabulary terms, in complete sentences (on a separate sheet of paper.) Underline each vocabulary term. (Tip: Pre-write by listing the vocabulary terms you will use for each question below.)

1. How do laws protect citizens? 2.7, 3.4
2. Why do we have laws? 3.3
3. Why is it important for laws and procedures to be written down? 3.3
4. Why are separate groups responsible for making and enforcing laws at each level of government? 3.5
5. How should government enforce laws while still ensuring equal protection under the law? 3.7
6. Why are various legal proceedings handled in different types of court settings? 5.2
