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Units 5 and 6 Federal Regulatory Agencies and Law Enforcement
	Regulatory Commission
	Established by the government to oversee that laws are followed in certain areas of importance to the nation


	Independent Agencies
	Established by legislative statute and departments outside of the Executive Branch to oversee that laws are followed in certain areas of importance to the nation

	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
	Ensures laws regulating pollution, chemicals, and waste disposal are properly followed 

	Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
	Protects consumers by ensuring companies do not commit false advertising or produce dangerous products


	National Transportation and Safety Board (NTSB)
	Conducts studies for improving transportation safety- investigates plane crashes, train wrecks, and other accidents involving forms of mass transit

	Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
	Enforces laws for modes of communication 


	Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
	Regulates food, drugs and other products that impact the health of citizens



	Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
	Monitors safety in the production and distribution of goods to protect the public from harm 

	Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
	Oversees air travel


	National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA)
	Oversees the United States space program

	Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)
	Created in 1887 to monitor trade between states- (eliminated in 1995- remaining powers transferred to Surface Transportation Board)

	Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
	Government’s top law enforcement agency- investigates federal crimes and crimes that cross state lines


	Department of Homeland Security 
	Responsible for preventing future terror attacks in the United States- also deals with the effects of natural disasters 

	Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
	Gathers information on the activities of other nations, and terrorist groups


	Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF)
	Enforces federal laws concerning firearms, explosives and the manufacture, transportation and distribution of alcohol and tobacco


	Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
	Enforces laws against drug trafficking 


	United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS)
	Enforces laws and administers procedures for dealing with immigration and foreign visitors in the United States 

	Internal revenue Service (IRS)
	Part of the Treasury Department- collects taxes and investigates those who do not pay their taxes


	Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA)
	Responsible for planning for and responding to natural disasters

	Center for Disease Control (CDC)
	Conducts research and responds to the threat of potential outbreaks of serious diseases 


	Department of Justice
	Enforces nation’s federal laws


	Treasury Department
	Responsible for ensuring the financial security of the United States


	Secret Service
	Responsible for protecting the president and other public officials- enforces laws against counterfeiting


	State National Guard
	Private citizens who work part time in the military- serve the nation and the state- one in every state


	State Highway Patrol
	Enforce and investigate violations of state traffic laws


	United States Census Bureau 
	Responsible for conducting the U.S. Census and compiling the data- every 10 years


	Border Patrol
	Protects against illegal immigration and illegal smuggling into the United States


	Unites States Postal Inspectors
	Protects against criminal attack, and from criminal misuse of the postal service


	Medicare
	Provides health insurance for those people over 65 and those with certain disabilities


	Medicaid
	Provides health benefits for people with low incomes



