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Units 5 and 6 Guided Reading Questions 2015
Chapter 15: “Legal Rights and Responsibilities”

Standards: 2.1, 2.4, 2.6, 2.7, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.7, 3.8, 4.4, 5.2, 5.3
Section 1: The Sources of Our Laws
1. What is the major purpose of laws? P. 427
2. Why must laws be fair? P. 427
3.  Identify the first written set of laws. P. 428
4. What laws did the Hebrews of ancient Palestine follow? P. 428
5. Identify the system created by Emperor Justinian I that organized all the Roman laws into one set of rules? P. 428
6.  Define canon law. P. 428
7. Name the French emperor that updated the Justinian Code and created his own code of laws. P.  429
8. Identify the most important source of American law. P. 429
9.  What are precedents? P. 429
Section 2: Types of Laws
10. What types of problems are solved in Civil Law? P. 431
11.   What is criminal law? P. 431
12. How do American courts operate on an adversary system? P. 431
13.   What expectation is placed on judges in our court system? P. 431
14.   Define plaintiff. P. 431
15.   Why is the government always the plaintiff in criminal cases? P. 431
16.   Define defendant. P. 431
17.   In criminal trials, why are cases titled with the name of the state verses the defendant? P. 431-432
18.   What is the difference between a felony and a misdemeanor? P. 432
19.   What is involved in a civil court case? P. 432
20.   What is the reasoning for the state not to take legal action in a civil case? P. 432
21.   Why would someone file a lawsuit against someone else? P. 432
22.   What is decided in constitutional law cases? P. 434
23.   Identify what is included in administrative law. P. 434
24.  Define statute. P. 434
Section 3: The American Legal System
25.   What is required by the writ of habeas corpus? P. 436
26.  Identify two laws from Article I of the Constitution that legislators are forbidden to create. P. 436
27.   What is a bill of attainder? P. 436
28.   What is an ex post facto law? P. 436
29.   What is required of all states under the 14th amendment to the Constitution? P. 437
30.   Explain the meaning of due process of law. P. 437
31.   What is the meaning of the phrase “all men are created equal”?        P. 437
Chapter 16 “Civil and Criminal Law”
Standards: 2.1, 2.4, 2.6, 2.7, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.7, 3.8, 4.4, 5.2, 5.3
Section 1: Civil Cases
1.   In a civil suit, what is a settlement? P. 450
2.  Explain the difference between mediation and arbitration. P. 450-451
3.  Unlike criminal trials, in civil cases the plaintiff must present a preponderance of evidence. Explain what that means. P. 451
Section 2: Criminal Cases
4.  Explain how a crime is different than a civil lawsuit. P. 453
5.  Identify the pieces that make up the justice system. P. 453
6.  What are victimless crimes? P. 453
7.   What is mandatory sentencing? P. 454
8.   Identify the Supreme Court case that requires police officers to read a suspect their rights during their arrest. P. 456
9. At what stage of a criminal case are citizens allowed to call their lawyer? P. 456
10.  What must the prosecution show a judge before he or she will set a person’s bail? P. 456
11.  What does it mean to be indicted by a grand jury? P. 456
12.  At what point in a criminal case does the accused enter a plea? P. 456
13.  What must a jury do if the prosecution did not present enough evidence to prove a person’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt? P. 458
14.   What option does a defendant have if he/she is found guilty? P. 458
Section 3: Young People and the Courts
15.  What is a juvenile? P. 461
16.  Can a juvenile be tried as an adult in court? P. 461
17.   What is the primary goal of juvenile court? P. 462
18.  What 5th and 6th amendment rights do juveniles have? P. 463
19.  What did the Supreme Court establish concerning juveniles and the 14th amendment and the Bill of Rights? P. 463
