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Unit 4 Vocabulary

1. Political party: An association of voters with broad common interests who want to influence or control decision making in government by electing the party’s candidates to public office

2. Two Party System: A system of government in which two parties compete for power
3. Multi Party System: Political system in which multiple political parties share power
4. One Party System: Political system in which one leader or political party has power
5. Platform: A series of statements expressing the party’s principles, beliefs, and positions on election issues
6. Republican: One of the two major political parties in the U.S.- typically associated with Conservative ideas

7. Conservative: Person who believes in limited government and that each individual should be responsible for their own well being

8. Democrat: One of the two major political parties in the U.S.- typically associated with liberal ideas

9. Liberal: Person who believes in a very active government that helps out individuals

10. Moderate: Person who shares viewpoints with liberals and conservatives- do not have extreme views and advocate a slower approach to political change
11. Radical: Person who wants widespread and rapid change in political, social and economic systems

12. Non-Partisan: Not associated with a political party
13. Candidate: Person running for office in the general election

14. Board of Elections: State agency responsible for the election process

15. Campaign: A series of activities to achieve a specific objective

16. Political Debate: Technique used by candidates to argue their side of a political issue- allows public to hear their political views on issues
17. Direct Primary: An election in which voters choose candidates to represent each party in general election
18. Closed Primary: An election in which only the declared members of a party are allowed to vote for that party’s nominees

19. Open Primary: An election in which voters do not need to declare their party preference to vote for the party’s nominees

20. Caucus: A meeting of political party members to conduct party business
21. Nomination: A process by which political parties select candidates for public office

22. General Election: Election in which voters elect their leaders
23. Precinct: A geographic area that contains a specific number of voters

24. Polling Place: The location where people vote

25. Ballot: The list of candidates on which you cast your vote
26. Returns: The results of an election

27. Petition: A formal request for government action; or a process by which candidates who are not affiliated with one of the two major parties can get on the ballot for the general election in most states

28. Referendum: A way for citizens to vote on state or local laws
29. Recall: A special election in which citizens can vote to remove a public official from office

30. State Congressional Districts: The sections of each state represented by members of the House of Representatives
31. Apportionment: The distributing of representative seats on the basis of a census

32. Electoral College: A group of people named by each state legislature to cast their state’s electoral votes for the presidential candidate who wins the majority of votes in their state

33. Mass Media: Set of communication devices including internet, television, radio, newspapers, magazines, recordings, movies, books
34. Propaganda: To spread certain ideas that may involve misleading messages designed to manipulate people

35. Public Opinion: Ideas and attitudes that most people hold about elected officials, candidates, government, and political issues

36. Interest Group: Group of people who share a point of view about an issue and unite to promote their beliefs

37. Lobbyist: Representatives of interest groups who contact lawmakers or other government officials directly to influence their policy making

