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Unit 4 Chapter 9 Guided Reading Questions 

“Political Parties and Politics”

Answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.
Standards: 2.8, 3.6, 5.1
Section 1: Development of American Political Parties
1. What is a political party? P. 273
2. Explain why our political system is called a two-party system? P. 273
3. What type of government did Hamilton favor? P. 273
4. What type of government did Jefferson favor? P. 273
5. What was Jefferson’s group called? P. 273
6. What did Jefferson’s group later become? P. 273
7. What was Hamilton’s party called? P. 273
8. What common belief helped to form the Republican Party? P. 274
9. Identify the two major parties in our nation today. P. 274
10. Do we have more than 2 political parties in our nation? P. 274
11. Explain why multi-party systems may easily break down or become unstable. P. 276
12. Give an example of a country with a one-party system. P. 276
13.  Explain why a one-party system is not democratic. P. 276
14. How do competing political parties help make elections meaningful? P.277
15. What do most Democrats believe about government? P. 277
16. What do most Republicans believe about government? P. 277
17. Why are the beliefs of the two parties so similar? P. 277
18. What is the difference between a platform and a plank? P. 277
Section 2: Organization of American Political Parties

19. Identify the three levels of political parties. P. 279
20. What two tasks do party delegates do at the national convention every four years? P. 279-280
21. How do state committees help their party? P. 280
22. Define the grassroots level of politics. P. 281
23. What is a direct primary? P. 283
24.  What is the difference between a closed primary and an open primary? P. 283
25. How do political parties act as a watch dog? P. 286
