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Unit 4 Chapter 10 Guided Reading Questions 

“Voting and Elections”

Answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.
Standards: 2.8, 3.6, 5.1
Section 1: Who Can Vote?
1. Why is voting considered to be a civic responsibility? P. 293
2. Who can vote in America today? P. 293
3. Explain how the National Voter Registration Act helps citizens register to vote. P. 293-295
4. What is a polling place? P. 295
5. What is a ballot? P. 296
6. What are election returns? P. 297
7. How can calling winners early hurt the voters of the West Coast?      P. 297
8. How can you as a voter prepare for Election Day? P. 298
9. Why should people vote even if they don’t feel like it matters? P. 299
10. How can apathy cause someone not to vote? P. 299
Section 2: Election Campaigns
11. What role do primary elections play in the election process? P. 301
12. What happens in the general election? P. 301
13. What happens if no candidate for president wins a majority of electoral votes? P. 301
14. How does a referendum give the people power? P. 301
15. When would a runoff election be held? P. 301
16. How does a recall vote give the people power? P. 301
17. Explain how the winner-takes-all system works. P. 303
18. What is the minimum number of Electoral College votes you must receive to win the presidential election? P. 303
19. Why do some people think large states have an advantage in the Electoral College system? P. 304
20. How can we make changes to the Electoral College system? P. 304
Section 3: Paying for Election Campaigns
21.  What is the purpose of a campaign? P. 306
22. Describe the campaign technique of canvassing. P. 306
23. Why do candidates use propaganda? P. 307
