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Unit 3 Guided Reading Questions 

Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.
Unit 3.1 Chapter 6: The Legislative Branch 
Section 1: How Congress is Organized
1.  Which article of the Constitution describes Congress? P. 177
2.  What is a joint session of Congress? P. 178
3.  What is a gerrymander? P. 179
4.  What is a majority party in Congress? P. 180 
5.  Who is the most powerful leader of the House of Representatives?  P. 180
6.  Should something happen to the president and the vice president, who is in line to become president? P. 180
7.  Who presides over the Senate? P. 180
Section 2: Powers of Congress
8. What are expressed powers? P. 185
9.  Explain Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Constitution. P. 185
10.  Why are powers given to Congress in Clause 18 called implied powers? P. 185
11.  Why is Clause 18 often called the “elastic clause”? p. 185
12. What is a writ of habeas corpus? P. 188
13.  What is a bill of attainder? P. 188
14.  What is an ex post facto law? P. 188
Section 3: Representing the People

15. What is casework? P. 195
Unit 3 Chapter 13 Section 1 Guided Reading 

As you read the section, complete the following Graphic Organizer. 

Chapter 13 Section 1: The Legislative Branch

	Structure of the N.C. General Assembly:
	Description:

	Name the Two Houses
	

	Main Power of General Assembly
	Make laws

	After a Bill is passed by one legislative body it is… 
	p. 379

	Who signs a bill before the governor
	Speaker of the House and President Pro Tempore

	60% of members of both houses may vote if governor chooses to veto a bill
	p. 379

	Qualifications for a member of the House of Representatives 
	p. 380



	Qualifications for a member of the _________ p. 380
	a. Citizen

b. 25 years old

c. Lived in North Carolina for at least 2 years before election 

d. Live in the district for a year before the election

	Speaker of the House
	p. 380



	Lieutenant Governor
	President of the Senate- votes to break ties



	p. 380
	Leader of the Senate

Make key appointments

	p. 380
	Passed in 2005- funds education

	p. 381
	Setting new boundaries for legislative districts after each national census to reflect population changes


Unit 3.1 Chapter 13: North Carolina State Government
Section 2: The Executive Branch
1. Identify the title of a state’s head of the government. P.  384

2. Where are the duties and qualifications of the governor listed? P.  384

3. What does it mean that the governor is the chief executive of state? P. 384

4. Identify some of the duties of the governor. P.  384

5. Identify the qualifications for being governor in North Carolina. P.  384

6. Why does the lieutenant governor have the same qualifications to hold office as the governor? P. 385

7. What is the role of the North Carolina cabinet? P.  385

8. Who is directly in charge of the North Carolina cabinet? P.  386

9. How do members of the Council of State get their positions (jobs)? P.  387

Unit 3.2: Chapter 7: The Executive Branch 

Section 1: The President and the Vice President

1. Identify the branch of government headed by the president. P. 209

2. Identify the 3 qualifications a person must meet to be president. P.  209

3. How often do we elect a new president? P. 210

4. What system is used to elect the president? P. 210

5. How many electoral votes does each state have? P. 210

6. How do we elect a president if no candidate wins 270 Electoral College votes? P.  210

7. What is stated in the 22nd amendment? P.  212

8. How is the Vice President elected? P.  212

9. What are the qualifications to be vice president? P.  212

10. What are the two main responsibilities of the vice president? P.  212

11. What was established in the 25th amendment to the Constitution? P.  213

Section 2: The President’s Job

12. Which branch of government has the power to declare war? P.  217

13. Which branch of government has the power to order American soldiers into battle? P.  217

14. Who is responsible for making the federal budget? P.  218

Section 3: Making Foreign Policy

15.  Define foreign policy. P.  220

16. What is the primary goal of American foreign policy? P.  220

17. Define national security. P.  220

18. Why is international trade so important to America? P.  220

19. How does world peace benefit America? P.  220

20.  How does promoting democracy around the world benefit America? P.  220

21. What is foreign aid? P.  223

22. How do trade sanctions and an embargo differ? P.  223

Section 4: Presidential Advisors and Executive Agencies

23. What is the role of the president’s cabinet? P.  226

24.   What are executive agencies? P.  229

Unit 3.3: Chapter 8: The Judicial Branch 
Section 1: The Federal Courts

1. What court is at the top of the federal court system? P. 240
2. What section of the Constitution established the federal court system? P. 240
3. Identify the three levels of the federal court system? P. 240
4. What other court system in addition to the federal system exists in the United States? P. 240
Section 2: How Federal Courts are Organized

5. What is original jurisdiction? P. 244
6.  What responsibility do district courts have in the court system?       P. 244
7.  What is the job of appeals courts? P. 244 
8.  What are some reasons a person might appeal a court’s decision?      P. 244
9.  List the 3 ways appeals courts make their decisions about an appeals case. P. 245
10. How are federal judges appointed? P. 246
11.  Why do federal judges have their job for life? P. 247

Section 3: The Supreme Court

12.  What power does the Supreme Court have over all lower courts?       P. 249
13.  Name the court case that set a precedent for the use of judicial review. P. 252
14.  How does judicial review support the concept of checks and balances in our government? P. 253
