Unit 3.3 Judicial Branch Concept Table
	US Supreme Court
	The highest court in the United States


	Article III of the Constitution
	Describes powers given to the Judicial Branch

	Supreme Court Justices
	8 Associate Justices

1 Chief Justice

	SAD Model
	The structure of the court system- Consists of three levels- Supreme Court at the top, Appeals Court in the middle, and District Courts at the bottom

	District Courts
	Courts where trials are held and lawsuits begin- Every state has at least 1 district court

	Court of Appeals
	Court that reviews decisions made in lower courts-  Either upholds or overturns the ruling

	Original Jurisdiction
	Authority to hear cases for the first time- Given specifically to the District Courts

	Appellate Jurisdiction
	The authority of a court to hear a case appealed from a lower court-  Given specifically to the Court of Appeals

	Concurrent Jurisdiction
	State and federal courts share the authority to hear and decide cases- Both can try crimes that violate both state & federal laws

	Exclusive Jurisdiction
	The state OR the federal court has the exclusive authority to hear and decide cases… but NOT both

The federal courts have exclusive jurisdiction over any matter involving the Constitution

	Due Process
	Procedures established by law and guaranteed by the Constitution


	Precedent
	A ruling that is used as the basis for a judicial decision in a later, similar case

	Marbury v. Madison
	1. Established the Supreme Court has the power to decide if laws passed by Congress are Constitutional- JUDICIAL REVIEW 2. Established the Constitution is the Supreme law of the land

	Judicial Review
	The power of the Supreme Court to decide whether local, state, or federal laws violate the Constitution

	Oliver Wendell Holmes
	Former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court- wrote Opinion that established “clear and present danger” limitation to freedom of speech


