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Unit 2.1 The Constitution Concept Table
	Constitution 


	A written plan for government- tells how it operates

(like an instruction manual for our government)

	Preamble of the Constitution
	Introduction- why we wrote the Constitution



	7 Articles of the Constitution 
	Sections- describe each part of the government



	Article I 


	Describes powers granted to the Legislative Branch (Congress)- Necessary and Proper Clause- Congress can make all laws necessary and proper to keep the government running

	Article II
	Describes powers granted to the Executive Branch (President)


	Article III


	Describes powers granted to the Judicial Branch
(Supreme Court)


	Article IV 
	Describes the relationships between the states



	Article V 
	Describes how the Constitution can be amended


	Article VI 


	Supremacy Clause- states the Constitution is the “Supreme Law of the Land”


	Article VII 
	Describes the process for ratification-9 of 13 states needed to ratify the Constitution before it became law


	Bill of Rights

	First 10 amendments of the Constitution- states the individual rights of citizens


	Representative Democracy
	Government in which citizens choose a smaller group to govern on their behalf


	Republic
	Representative Democracy where citizens choose their lawmakers


	Necessary and Proper Clause 


	Congress has the power to make laws necessary and proper to carry out the expressed powers of the federal government- found in Article I Clause 18 of the Constitution- Implied Powers- Elastic Clause

	Ways to Amend the Constitution
	Ways to Amend the Constitution             
1. Proposed by a 2/3 vote of the members of Congress
2. National convention requested by 2/3 of state legislatures

	Living Document 


	Idea that the Constitution “lives” because it can be amended and continues to grow to meet the needs of the nation


	Limits on Congress
	Writ of Habeas Corpus, Bills of Attainder, Ex Post Facto Laws

	Writ of Habeas Corpus
	A court order that requires people to bring a prisoner to court and explain why they are holding the person-  Congress cannot suspend this writ

	Bills of Attainder
	Congress cannot pass laws that punish a person without a jury trial

	Ex Post Facto Laws
	Congress cannot pass laws that make an act a crime after it has been committed


