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Unit 1.2 The Constitutional Convention Concept Table
	Land Ordinance of 1785 


	After the Revolutionary War it established a system of land settlement and surveying west of the Appalachian Mountains known as the Northwest Territory

	Northwest Ordinance of 1789 


	Established rules for the development of government in newly settled lands and set precedents for admitting new states into the Union

	Articles of Confederation 1777 to 1788 
	First written form of government for the United States of America after the American Revolution-
Many weaknesses- not a successful plan for government

	Shays’ Rebellion- 1787

	Shays led a rebellion of 1,200 men against a Massachusetts arsenal to protest heavy state taxes- he was stopped- led to a call for a revision of the Articles of Confederation

	Constitutional Convention 1787
	Meeting held in Philadelphia to discuss the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation- decided to throw out the Articles and write a new Constitution 

	Constitutional Congress

	Members of the Constitutional Convention- made decisions for the new nation


	Why the Constitutional Convention was held
	To revise the Articles of Confederation


	Virginia Plan 
	Bicameral legislature with representation in both houses of Congress to be based on population- favored large states

	New Jersey Plan 


	Unicameral legislature with equal representation in Congress- favored small states


	Great Compromise- 

(aka The Connecticut Compromise)  
	Created a bicameral legislature with representation in the House to be based on population and representation in the Senate to be equal (2 from each state)

	Slavery Compromise-

(aka the 3/5 Compromise) 


	Every 5 slaves would count as 3 people when determining representation in Congress- the North did not want slaves counted in the population for representation and the South did want slaves counted in the population for representation

	Commerce Compromise 


	Congress could regulate trade between the states and other countries- Congress could not tax exports or interfere with the slave trade before 1808

	Federalists 
	People who supported the new Federal government



	Anti-Federalists

	People who opposed the new Federal government- feared the government didn’t look out for the interest of people’s individual rights- only agreed to support the Constitution once the Federalists agreed to add a Bill of Rights

	The Federalists Papers 


	Essays (papers) written by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay to win support for the new Federal Constitution

	Loose Interpretation
	Federalist belief that the federal government should be allowed to take certain actions not specifically listed in the Constitution

	Strict Interpretation
	Anti-Federalist belief that the federal government should only be allowed to do what is specifically listed in the Constitution 


