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Unit 1.2 Guided Reading Questions 2015
Chapter 3: The Constitution

Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 

Section 1: The Nation’s First Governments

Standards: 1.1, 1.2

1. Define constitution. P. 67

2. Define bicameral. P. 67

3. Identify the first Constitution created for the United States of America. 68

4.  Identify the two important powers not given to the Confederation Congress. P. 68

5.  What options did the Confederation Congress have if a state decided not to follow one of its laws? P. 69

6.  What treaty ended the American Revolution? P. 69

7.  Why didn’t the Confederation Congress simply pay off the debt created by the American Revolution? 70

8.  What did states do to their citizens to collect money? P. 70

9. Why was Daniel Shays angry? P. 70

10.  What action did the nation take as a result of Shays rebellion? P. 70

Section 2: The Road to the Constitution

Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 4.2

11.   Why did Rhode Island not attend the Constitutional Convention?  P. 72

12.  When and where was the Constitutional Convention held? P. 72

13.  Give a brief description of the members in attendance at the Philadelphia Convention. P. 72

14.  Describe the people not in attendance at the Philadelphia Convention. P. 72

15.   Identify the person chosen to lead the Philadelphia Convention. P. 73

16.  Why did delegates decide to keep the work of the Philadelphia convention secret? P. 73

17.  How do we know any of the details from the Philadelphia Convention? P. 73

18.  What was the original job of the delegates of the meeting? P. 73

19.  Why did the delegates of the Philadelphia convention decided to create a new plan of government? P. 73

20.  How would representation be determined in each house of Congress under The Virginia Plan for government? P. 74

21.  Why did the larger states like The Virginia Plan? P. 75

22.  How would representation be determined in Congress under The New Jersey Plan for government? P. 75

23.  What type of legislature was approved in The Great Compromise?  P. 75

24.  How was representation determined in each house of Congress under The Great Compromise? P. 75

25.  Describe how the South wanted to count the population in their states.          P. 75

26.  Describe why the North did not agree with the South’s idea of how to count population in their states. P. 75

27.  Describe the Three-Fifths Compromise (Slavery Compromise). P. 75

28.  Identify the view of Northern states concerning the issue of trade. P. 76

29.  Why did the Southern states fear a tax on exports? P. 76

30.  Why did the Southern states fear an end of the slave trade? P. 76

31.  What compromise did the Southern states agree to concerning the trade issue? P. 76

32.  What compromise did the Northern states agree to concerning the trade issue? P. 76

33.  What issue was resolved with the creation of the Electoral College? P. 76

34.  What had to happen in order for the Constitution to become the supreme law of the land? P. 77

35.  Who were Federalists? P. 77

36.  Define federalism. P. 77

37.  Why were The Federalists essays written? P. 78

38.  Why did the Anti-Federalists oppose the Constitution? P. 78

39.  Why did Anti-Federalists want a bill of rights added to the Constitution before they would agree to ratify it? 78

40.  What did Federalists promise Anti-Federalists to convince them to ratify the Constitution? P. 78

41.  How did ratification of the Constitution change the 13 states? P. 78
