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Unit 1.1 Ideas about Self-Government Concept Table 
	Self-government 


	Free to make decisions about your government without outside control from another country


	Ancient Greece
	Created the first democracy- Draco believed all people were equal and therefore should be allowed to participate in the government

	Common Law


	Law based on tradition and precedent rather than written statutes


	Magna Carta (1215)
	Document that limited the king’s power


	Parliament


	Legislative body of England (like our Congress)


	House of Burgesses (1619)
	First representative legislature in the colonies, located in Virginia


	Representative Democracy
	Government where the people elect representatives to decide issues for them


	Mayflower Compact (1620)


	Agreement signed by all the men on the ship the Mayflower- established a government of direct democracy

	Direct Democracy


	Government where all the people vote on all issues


	Town Meetings 


	People of the town meet to vote on issues- direct democracy


	Majority Rule 


	People agree to live by the beliefs of the majority- cannot neglect the rights of the minority

	Glorious Revolution (1688) 


	A peaceful change in power when King James was removed from office and his daughter Mary and her husband William were asked to rule- showed Parliament was more powerful than the monarch

	English Bill of Rights (1698) 
	Document that listed the rights of the English people and limited the monarch’s power


	Social Contract Theory (1689) 


	Idea that people elect the government to rule and protect them- in return the people agree to give up certain rights and freedoms in exchange for the protection

	Common Sense (1776) 


	Pamphlet written by Thomas Paine that called for complete independence from England



