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Unit 1.1 Causes of the American Revolution Concept Table
	1600’s- Enlightenment 
	Period in time where people began to use reason to solve problems and make decisions


	1600’s- Salutary Neglect 


	Period when England “neglected” their colonies and allowed them to operate without close supervision- allowed colonists to make their own decisions about government

	1660’s- Navigation Act 


	Laws passed by England making all ships going to or leaving the America colonies pass through England first and then be transported on English ships to their final destination

	1676- Bacon’s Rebellion 

	Man was angry over Virginia governor’s decision to stop colonists from settling in Native American lands- set a precedent of rebellion

	1720- Great Awakening 


	Period of time when people were encouraged to be more religious


	1754- Albany Plan of Union 
	First proposal for colonists to unite against Britain for their own defense


	1754- French and Indian War


	War fought between England and the French and Native Americans- England won- created large debt- taxed colonists to pay off debt

	1760- Mercantilism 


	Theory that a country should sell more goods than it buys to increase its wealth in gold and silver


	1763- Proclamation of 1763
	England said colonists could not settle beyond the Appalachian Mountains


	1765- Stamp Act 

	Tax colonists had to pay on all paper goods- first direct tax on colonists


	1765- Quartering Act 
	Colonists were forced to house British soldiers



	1765- Boycott 


	When you refuse to buy a certain product or buy from a certain distributor- Colonists refused to buy British goods until the British restored their rights

	1766- Declaratory Act 


	Declared that England had the right to govern and tax the colonies even though it repealed the Stamp Act


	1767- Townshend Act- 


	Legalized the use of writs of assistance to assist British customs officers in catching smugglers


	1770- Boston Massacre 


	British soldiers were provoked by colonists and shot 5 colonists- colonists didn’t feel they had provoked the soldiers- first civilian death of the Revolution

	1773- “No Taxation Without Representation” Slogan 
	Expressed Colonists’ belief that they should not be taxed if they were not allowed to have representatives in Parliament

	1773- Committees of Correspondence 
	Colonies used this system to communicate with one another about troubles with England


	1773- Tea Acts 


	Gave an economic advantage to British tea merchants over colonial tea merchants- made British tea cheaper


	1773- Boston Tea Party 


	To protest the Tea Act colonists dressed up as Native Americans and dumped British tea into the Boston Harbor to prevent British merchants from selling it and making a profit

	1773-Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts) 
	Laws that limited the colonists’ civil rights, including the right to a trial by jury


	1774- First Continental Congress 


	Representatives from the colonies met to form a political group to formally protest England’s treatment of the colonists- sent letter to King George demanding he restore the colonists’ rights- agreed to continue boycott of British goods

	1774- Declaration of Rights and Grievances
	Letter written to King George demanding he restore the colonists’ rights- expressed loyalty to the king but condemned the Coercive Acts

	1775- Battles of Lexington and Concord 


	First battles of the Revolutionary War between British and colonial Minutemen - fought because King George responded to First Continental Congress with force

	1775- “Shot Heard Around the World” 


	When shots were fired at the battles of Lexington and Concord they began the Revolutionary War and had an impact on countries throughout the world- should be called “shot heard about all around the world”

	1775- Second Continental Congress


	Representatives from the colonies met to discuss the colonial response to the Battles of Lexington and Concord- members debated the issue and decided to declare their independence from England 

	1776- Declaration of Independence

	Document written by Thomas Jefferson at Second Continental Congress to King George telling him the colonists were demanding their independence from England because of the King’s abuse of power


