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Unit 1.1 Guided Reading Questions- 2015
Chapter 2: Roots of American Democracy 

Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 

Section 1: Our English Heritage

Standard: 1.2

1. Where did Americans get many of their political and legal traditions? P. 33

2. How was the king’s power limited by the Magna Carta? P. 33

3.  How were precedents used to decide court cases? 34

4.  What did the philosopher John Locke believe about people when they were born? P. 34

5. What did John Locke believe about people’s natural rights? P. 34

6.  What is a social contract? P. 34

7.  Explain how the people and government operate under a social contract. P. 35

8.  What must happen in a social contract for the people to agree to obey the government? P. 35

9.  Who did philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau believe had the right to determine how people would be governed? P. 35

10.  Why did Baron de Montesquieu develop the idea of dividing the government into parts? P. 35

11.  Why did the Pilgrims draw up a written plan for government? P. 36

Section 2: The English Colonies

Standards: 1.1, 4.2

12. Why did Nathaniel Bacon lead attacks on the colonial government of Virginia? P. 42

13.  Why is Bacon’s Rebellion considered to be significant? P. 42

Section 3: Colonial Society

Standards: 1.1, 4.2
14.  How were British trade and tax policies unfair toward the colonists? P. 49

15.  After years of being allowed to govern themselves, how did colonists view self-government? P. 49

Section 4: Birth of a Democratic Nation

Standards: 1.1, 1.2

16.  What impact did salutary neglect have on the colonists? P. 51

17.  What does it mean for a country to have a favorable balance of trade when doing business? P. 51

18. Why did the Proclamation of 1763 anger many colonists? P. 52

19. How did Britain pay off the war debt from the French and Indian War? P. 52

20. Why were colonists angry about the Stamp Act of 1765?     P. 52

21.  Why were colonists angry about the Quartering Act? P. 52

22.  What action did the colonists take to protest the British taxes? P. 52

23.  What happened at the Stamp Act Congress of 1765? P. 52

24.  What was significant about the actions of the Stamp Act Congress? P. 52

25.  What was the result of the action of the Stamp Act Congress? P. 52

26.  Why were colonists angry about the Declaratory Act of 1766?  P. 52

27. Why were colonists angry about the Townshend Acts of 1767? P. 52

28.  What is a writ of assistance? P. 53

29.  Why were colonists angry about the Boston Massacre of 1770? P. 53

30.  Why were the colonists angry about the British taxes? P. 53

31.  What slogan did the colonists use to voice their anger at the British taxes? P. 53

32.  How did the Tea Act of 1773 help the British and hurt the colonists? P. 53

33.  What name was given to the colonists’ protest of the Tea Act? P. 53

34. Why were colonists angry about the Coercive Act (Intolerable Acts)? P. 53

35.  Why did delegates from the colonies meet in Philadelphia in 1774?     P. 54

36.  What action did the members of the First Continental Congress take toward King George III? P. 54

37.  How did King George III respond to the demands of the First Continental Congress? P. 54

38.  Identify the first battles of the Revolutionary War. P. 54

39.  What topic was debated at the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia 1775? P. 54

40.  What did Thomas Paine say to the colonists in “Common Sense”? P. 54

41.  After much debate, what did the colonists decide to do about their problems with Britain? P. 54

42.  Why did Thomas Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence? P. 54

43.  What arguments against the King were made in the Declaration of Independence? P. 55

44.  On page P. 55, copy the paragraph from the Declaration of Independence that discusses the colonist’s beliefs about the rights of individuals. P. 55

45.  In the Declaration of Independence, what did Thomas Jefferson say was the purpose of government? P. 56

46.  Whose ideas did Thomas Jefferson use to support his statements in the Declaration of Independence? P. 56

