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Unit 0 Citizenship Guided Reading Questions 
Please answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper. 

Chapter 1: The American People
Section 1: The Diversity of Americans 
Standard: 4.2
1. What is Civics? P. 7
2. Why is “E pluribus unum” written on our money? P. 8

3. What common links do all Americans share? P. 8

4. When our country began, from where did most immigrants originate? P. 8

5. What group of immigrants created the 13 colonies in America? P. 9
6. Currently, what part of the world accounts for the most newcomers to the United States? P. 9
7. Why are values important? P. 11

8. List some values most people share. P. 12

9. List the shared American ideals found in our country’s founding documents. P. 12

10. What are institutions? P. 13

11. Identify 5 important institutions in our nation. P. 13

Section 2: Who Are America’s Citizens?
Standards: 4.3, 4.5

12. Identify the two ways to become a United States citizen. P. 15

13.   Define alien. P. 16

14. List the steps in the naturalization process. P. 16

15. Are Native Americans considered citizens of the United States? 

P. 16

16. Who has the power to grant and deny citizenship? P. 17

17. Give an example of a privilege of citizenship that could be lost if you are convicted of a crime. P. 17

18. Define denaturalization. P. 17

19. List some examples of crimes that could cause you to lose your citizenship. P. 17

20. What does it mean to deport someone? P. 19
21.  Describe how legal aliens’ political rights are limited. P. 19

Section 3: Government and the People
Standards: 2.5, 4.1, 1.5, 4.4
22. Define government. P. 21

23. Why do governments make laws? P. 21-22

24. Provide examples of services provided by governments. P. 22

25. Define public policy. P. 22

26. Identify the three branches of the national government. P. 23

27. Identify the level of government closest to the people. P. 23

28. How are direct democracy and representative democracy different? P. 23-24

29. List two examples of countries that have constitutional monarchies.  P. 24

30.   Look at the table on page 24. List the five Principles of American Democracy. P. 24

31. Explain the policy of majority rule. P. 25

32. Typically, what rights are limited by dictators? P. 26

33. Identify a country that has a dictator today. P. 26

34. Identify the type of government run by Adolf Hitler in Germany. P. 26

35. Identify three countries that have a totalitarian government today.    P. 26

Chapter 5: Citizenship and Government in Democracy

Section 1: Duties and Responsibilities

Standards: 4.3, 4.4, 4.5

1. Compare the differences between responsibilities and duties. P.  151

2. Provide some examples of consequences if you fail to perform certain duties. P.  151

3. Identify five duties citizens are required to perform. P. 151-152

4. Why do you have a responsibility to know what the government is doing? P.  153

5. What is the best way to make your voice heard by the government?   P.  153

6. How is respect a part of citizen’s responsibilities? P.  154

7. Explain why responsible citizens show concern for the community.      P.  154

Section 2: Citizens and the Community

Standards: 4.3, 4.4, 4.5

8. Why do citizens share the responsibility for meeting community needs? P.  157

9. Give examples of how people can help their communities. P.  158

10.   Why do communities rely on volunteers to help? P.  159

11. What types of services are provided by the Peace Corps? P.  160

12. What is AmeriCorps? P.  160

